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English Curriculum: Writing

Writing Overview
The Writing Curriculum is designed to complement the our Reading Curriculum so that children develop key skills in English. Children are guided to learn
about the importance of writing and the purpose it will have in their life. Writing is purposeful and children have a clear focus of why they are writing.

It is also important that children enjoy writing and have an interest in what they are writing about. The curriculum gives children the skills and knowledge to
write effectively, with confidence. The design of the writing curriculum develops not only accuracy but creativity and stamina. This is best done through the
thorough understanding of the crucial knowledge that underpins writing.

Curriculum Intent

We have developed a writing curriculum that has a clear rationale for purposeful writing which develops writing skills. It is defined across four genres: writing
to entertain, writing to inform, writing to persuade and writing to discuss. Integral to these genres are the skills and knowledge which children develop so
they are able to write effectively. The skills and knowledge are defined by: how to write, what to write and how to make writing make sense. This clear
organisation of sequenced skills and knowledge are delivered across the range a writing genres to ensure a breadth of skills and knowledge.

Sequencing

Our writing progression document clearly details the progression of writing across each year group from the first arrival at school until they leave in Year 6.

Recap

Planned, quality recap is an essential feature of the curriculum. Teachers will incorporate recap into their termly, weekly and daily plans. In addition, the
following is worthy of note:

e On the spot accurate assessment is the key to good recap.

e Teachers will quickly move to longer recap of focus areas or concepts that are not fully embedded.

e Differentiation of learning must be applied to recap work — some pupils will need more recap than others, which needs to happen without holding

back the learning of the rest of the class.
e The first week in a half term is always a recap week. No new concepts are taught in recap weeks.
e Teachers will plan additional ongoing recaps as part of their weekly plans.
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Letters and Spacing

Crucial Knowledge Extended Knowledge

capital letters also called upper case, these are taller in size and used grapheme a way of writing a phoneme (sound)
at the start of a sentence and for a proper noun

lower case letters usually smaller in size, used most often in writing

finger spaces gaps left between words
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Text

Crucial Knowledge

Extended Knowledge

fiction a piece of writing which describes people and events which are not
true facts

describe to say or write what something is like

setting the place in a story

character a person (or animal) in a story

non-fiction a text that is not a story and gives true facts and information
information facts about a person, place, event

instruction lists how to do something

argue give a point of view that is different to someone else
explanation (explain) describes how and why something is done
playscript a piece of writing written for actors to read from

poetry a piece of writing that uses imagination and words to share ideas,
feelings or a story

audience the people who are reading or listening to something

recount piece of writing that retells and gives details of an event that has
happened

persuade tries to make the reader do something or agree with a point of
view

genre is style of a type of story or writing. It is defined by its features such
as plot, character, setting etc

p|0t a series of events that make up a story
narrative speaking or writing about something

summary a short statement of the main points




